
       Paddington Academy   50 Marylands Road  London  W9 2DR  t: 020 7479 3900  f: 020 7479 3997  e: office@paddington-academy.org   www.paddington-academy.org.uk

NewsletterIssue 97

Message from the Principal 

Quote of this issue
“There are no shortcuts to any place worth going.” 

Beverly Sills

             Follow us on Twitter @PaddAcademy

                  Join us on Facebook & Instagram at PaddingtonAcademy

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends of PA, 

Welcome to the first 2017 edition of our school’s newsletter. 

The past half term has been an exciting time at the Academy with numerous 

events and opportunities for students to be involved in. We have also had 

a brilliant transition to the new behaviour policy and for this we thank all of 

you for the support you have shown us. 

We were very pleased to discover last month that we were ranked 30th out 

of 3,605 schools for the progress made by our students at GCSE last year. 

This fantastic achievement puts us in the top 1% of schools nationally.

On a similar note, we are happy to have received Prince’s Teaching Institute 

Award for a series of elements we have implemented within our teaching 

and learning at the Academy. 

In terms of building skills and extending horizons, there have been some 

wonderful events going on in the last few weeks: students participated in 

the annual PA Careers Fair - the most successful so far - A level Geographers 

enjoyed a residential in Suffolk, KS3 and KS4 dancers won the London Youth 

Dance Games (Westminster winners),  KS3 students were awarded Bronze 

for an app they designed and Year 7 students learned about ‘The joy of 

Physics’ with professionals from the Science Museum.

On an academic note, Year 9 students have carefully chosen their GCSE 

option subjects and Year 11 students are now on the final push of intensive 

revision before the exam season begins- we wish them all every success! 

We are also very impressed with the Year 10 students who gave up their 

holiday to attend a week long work experience - the feedback and success 

stories this year have been spectacular.

As we look forward to the next half term, I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank everyone for the continuous support you show for our school 

community. 

With warmest wishes, 

Peter Jones
Principal 
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Celebrating Success

Paddington Academy is delighted to announce that is in 

the top 1% schools in the country with the value added 

at Progress 8.  The new measure places Paddington 

Academy 30th in the country with the progress made for 

the past academic year at GCSE level - Progress 8. 

At the end of January, the DfE published its league tables 

which show that Paddington Academy achieved a score 

of 0.74 (well above the national average) – the thirtieth 

highest nationally (i.e. the top 0.008% ).

Last year, the DfE introduced a new measure of school 

performance called ‘Progress 8’.   This measures how 

well students performed across 8 GCSEs and it will soon 

replace the old measure of 5 A*-C including English and 

Maths. 

The measure shows that Paddington Academy added 

value of 0.74 of a grade from the students’ starting point, 

score which maintains Academy’s position in the top 10 

schools in the UK for value added.  This means that on 

average, every student gets one almost a grade higher in 

each of their 8 GCSE subjects than the national average. 

That is a considerable achievement and an indicator of 

how well our students perform in all of their subjects.

You can see the full performance tables by typing 

ino Google “Progress 8“ and following the .gov.uk 

website or for convenience at the following link https://

www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/

school/130912. 

Good news travelled fast as Westminster Council was 

pleased with the school’s achievement and Councillor 

Richard Holloway - Cabinet Member for Children, Families 

Top School
PA Comes 30th Nationally at Progress 8 (i.e. the top 1%) 

The Academy maintains its position in the top 10 schools in the UK for value added

and Young People - wrote a letter to congratulate PA for 

such great success.  

The Councillor highlights how: “To be ranked 30th out of 

3506 English School is a remarkable achievement and a 

true testament to the hard work you and your staff put in 

on  a regular basis.  I am extremely happy that PA and its 

pupils have been recognised for excellent progress in the 

new Progress 8 system. ”

The letter continues reading: “ As a Council, we have 

always looked to support our schools becoming the best 

in London. PA has been crucial in achieving Westminster’s 

third placed raking for Progress 8 and second for 

Attainment 8. ”  

Well done to everyone for helping Paddington students 

achieve this phenomenal rate of progress and help reach 

their full potential every day.
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Celebrating Success

 This term demy hosted one of the most popular dance 

shows of the year - the Spring Dance Show.

It took months of preparation and intense rehearsals but 

it all worth and the students couldn’t be more delighted 

with its results.

A variety of genres were performed at an impressive 

standard of execution for each and every piece. 

Students from all year groups collaborated in a series 

of choreographies with some of the most innovative 

themes.

The energy of the event was incredible and visibly 

transmitted to the audience.

The audience was impressed with the evident 

commitment every student has shown and the standards 

of professionalism displayed by all students. Well done 

everyone!

Next term the girls will be auditioning for the Clore 

Ballroom at the South Bank Centre - the show will 

celebrate 10 years of Step into Dance. Step into Dance 

is a partnership between the Jack Petchey Foundation 

and The Royal Academy of Dance. Step into Dance is the 

largest on-going secondary dance programme in the UK. 

Good luck to them then and we look forward to reporting 

their success.

Spectacular Dance Show
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Future Leaders

Bronze Award 

On 26th January, 15 students took part in the launch 

of The Student View; an ongoing project in which they 

will develop their skills in journalism and which will lead 

to them being regularly published online. The students 

were all enthusiastic participants of the launch day and 

have already attended two after-school sessions already 

this term. We really look forward to reading their work 

online!

The Student View at Paddington

A group of Year 10 students attended an Oxbridge 

information day at Jesus College, Cambridge at the 

begining of February.

Students were given a tour of the prestigious College 

and presented with useful information to consider when 

applying for a place in an Oxbridge university.  From the 

culture they will be immerse into to the variety of courses 

available, the grades and hard work these universities 

require, every single topic captivated PA students’ 

interest. 

To be continued...

Students Go to Oxbridge

During the half term, Year 10 students participated in an 

Enterprise Day at the London Business School. 

The day was an excellent opportunity for students 

to experience entrepreneurship, understand more 

about business and London Business School, but more 

importantly the tools required to start your own business 

venture.  Enterprise Day  was one of the best ones PA 

students have experienced for a while - they benefitted 

from mini lectures on presentation, the market, how 

organisations work and much more. During the day, they 

were greatly supported by the university’s students who 

acted as team captains.  All teams competed in a app 

design challenge.   The Paddington Academy team - Team 

Apple - designed an application that helps its user choose 

the ideal career for their ability, skills, likes and dislikes.  

With this concept the Year 10 students won Bronze.

Well done Team Apple!
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Future Leaders

Careers Fair High Voltage with The Science Museum  

Year 7 students took part this term in Building Bridges 
Project - an exciting science programme run by The 
Science Museum.

Building Bridges Project is a concept developed by the 
Museum’s Learning Team and aims to help students 
understand how science shapes everyday life.

Professionals from the Learning Team prepared day-long 
workshops consisting of a series of interesting activities 
combined with facts on a particular topic which they then 
present to students - just like a lesson.

On this occassion, PA students attended 2 workshops that 
culminated with a show called ‘Danger: High Voltage!’ 
which took place at The Science Museum.

During the visit the students took part in a series of 
activities which included ‘News and Views’; this required 
the students to combine science journalism with 
scientific research. Another notable activity was the 
‘Gallery Explorer’, a scenario-based activity in one of the 
Museum’s major galleries exploring the stories behind 
the collection.

All students had a great time discovering the science of 
everyday life and how fun and interesting the subject can be.

This term, Paddington Academy hosted its annual Career 
Fair targeted at students in Year 9 and Sixth Form.

The event is aimed to help students broaden their 
horizons in terms of employment opportunities and guide 
them into thinking strategically about their GCSE options.

An array of careers were represented by organisations 
such as Secon Cyber Security, Accenture, United Teaching, 
The Army or Parenta to mention just a few.

During the day, the students were also able to participate 
in a variety of career related workshops and a notable 
one was the one hosted by the Halfords representatives 
- a pneumatic drilling machine which created a great 
buzz amongst the students. Another key workshop was 
focused on CV writing and interview techniques which 
engaged the students and got them excited about 
prospective careers.

Students, as usual, benefitted a great deal and thoroughly 
taking place in such an informative event and we wish 
them luck in every step of their future career.
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Reporting success

Geographers on Research Residential  by the Seaside 

At the end of January a group of Year 12 students went 

on a residential visit to Flattford Mill in Suffolk. 

The students stayed a beautiful 15th century house and 

during the three days residential they completed relevant 

fieldwork research as part of the Geography A level 

course which will constitute a question in the summer 

examination. 

Students led by PA teachers conducted fascinating 

investigations on how the coast line at Walton-on-the-

Naze is changing and how it is being protected. 

Students conducted cost-benefit analysis to decide 

if it was a financially sustainable decision - this task 

particularly benefited the Year 12 Geographers with the 

physical Geography side of the course. 

For the human Geography side of the course, the 

students looked at how Ipswich had fallen into decline 

- the dock fell out of use due to the introduction of 

super-tanker container ships in the area. Year 12s 

designed questionnaires, surveyed the local areas and 

its environmental quality and used the collected data to 

evaluate whether the regeneration in the area has been 

successful and to which measurable extent. 

Although research days were extremely long (students 

studied for over 12 hours daily) everyone was very 

empowered by the outcome of the visit.  One student 

said: “It’s an experience i will never forget, and my love 

for geography has increased by a thousand.” 

We look forward to reporting exam success for each of 

these Geographers - good luck!
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Careers 

Debate Mate 

Paddington Academy students won their first debate and 

qualify for the next stage of the competetion Debate 

Mate. 

KS3 and KS4 students have attended regular after-

school workshops with top debating mentors from top 

universities. 

The initial five weeks of debate exercises are designed to 

improve speaking, listening and critical thinking skills. The 

remaining eleven weeks are dedicated to formal debates 

on different topics with ‘themed’ weeks improving 

specific skill sets.

Two weeks are set aside for local competitions as part of 

the Urban Debate League. The programme culminates in 

a one-day regional competition at a prestigious university 

– The Debate Mate Cup. 

So far, PA students attended their first competition at 

Westminster Academy in January where two teams 

represented PA.   Both teams participated in two dates  

as it follows: a. whether football teams should be fined 

for the behaviour or their fans and b. whether youngsters 

should participate in beauty pageants.  They both won 

their second debate.

The Debate Mate Programme has now been a tradition at 

PA and aims to improve speaking and listening attainment 

of students from year 7 to 10; it develops soft skills such 

as leadership, teamwork and confidence; raises studnets’ 

aspirations and expectations through sustained contact 

with successful university students and of course, engage 

young people with the world beyond the classroom, 

addressing issues that affect them, their communities 

and the wider world through an activity they enjoy. 

Next competition is at the end of February and we look 

forward to reporting success stories from there too.

During February half term the majority of the students 

in Year 10 gave up their holiday to complete a one-week 

work experience placement. 

All students have been exposed to the real work-life 

experience within a variety of career paths.  For many 

of them, this was the first time they were going out of 

their comfort zone and interact on a daily basiss with an 

environment not school related. 

Students had a taste of careers in law, medicine, education, 

performing arts, graphic design, hospitality, retail, 

public relations, construction, property management, 

security, health and beauty in organisations which 

included Dropbox, Barclays, RBS, The Royal Albert Hall, 

The Sheraton Park Lane, Tate Modern, Boots many local 

libraries and charities and other significant organizations. 

We had a fantastic number of success stories and the 

feedback from employers was overwhelmingly positive 

with many saying that PA students were the best they’ve 

had on work experience. 

“A breath of fresh air, her attitude and punctuality have 

been spot on and she’s been a real help to the team 

during a difficult week” – Marwa ABDERRAHIM, Boots

“Kristina has done extremely well this week. Although 

she’s had a heavy time table, we’ve been impressed with 

her standard of work and determination to learn. Her 

manners were impeccable.” – Kristina Kerr, The Royal 

Albert Hall

 A very well done to all! 

Year 10 Work Experience 
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Student journalists from Years 7 and 10 had a very 

productive day working on covering current news stories 

in school for the BBC School Report. 

The young journalists covered stories about mental 

health in schools, President’s Trump travel ban, fake news 

and the London Youth Games Dance Competition.  Their 

video bulletin was published on the BBC website and on 

the Academy’s website.  

School Report is a project created to  give students a real 

audience, by linking their work from school to the BBC 

website.

On 16th March, the young journalists interviewed 

students and teachers from Paddington Academy for the 

BBC School Report to find their opinions on the following 

topics: 

Currently, as there has been controversy on the topic of 

mental health issues in schools and how they are dealt 

with, the students decided to look into the matter closely.  

This has been on the news recently  and inspired the 

School Report team to investigate further on the issue.  The 

students interviewed teachers and students to find out if 

they know what the school is doing to help with the issues 

and how they can improve support  students in school.

Another topic covered was the USA travel ban.  In January, 

President Donald Trump signed off on a new law: the travel 

ban. The law stops people from Syria, Sudan, Somalia, Libya, 

Yemen and Iran from entering the U.S.A.  -  the consequences 

of this decision is affecting many lives.  Students from the 

BBC Report asked students and teachers from PA to give 

their opinions on the matter and how they think something 

similar would affect them if it were to happen in the U.K.                                                                                                                                    

Another news feature students worked on was “fake 

news”.  They investigated the matter, interviewed people 

to find out their views on fake news and identified ways 

on how to tell if these were legitimate or not.

BBC School Report 2017
Students Make the News 

And lastly, as their peers participated last month in a 

dance competition, part of the London Youth Games 

Competition which was held at Paddington Academy, 

the students recorded it and hold interviews with the 

participants. 

The final result of this project was great and you can check 
it out our website at www.paddington-academy.org
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Term 4  
Monday 20th February 2017 -  Friday 31st March 2017 
Friday 31st March 2017-  Parents morning (no school for students) 
Easter break Monday 3rd April2017 - Monday 17th April 2017      
         
Term 5
Tuesday 18th April  2017 - Friday 26th May 2017   
INSET 18th April 2017 (no school for students) 
Monday 1st May 2017 - Bank Holiday 
Half term Monday 29th May 2017  - Friday 2nd  June 2017  

Term 6 
Monday 5th June 2017 - Wednesday 21st July 2017 
Summer break Monday 24th July  -  Thursday 31st August 2017     

Term and holiday dates 

2016|17
The terms and holidays dates are available for your 

information to help you better plan your future holidays.  

Please be reminded that 100% attendance is crucial for 

your child’s progress and achievement. 

     

 

Please note that the term and holiday dates for the new 

academic year 2017/18 have now been agreed and they  

are oublisjed for your convenience on the Academy 

website at the link below.
  

10 weeks until public exams start
Wishing all PA students good luck with 

their exams.  We hope everyone gets the 

results they deserve.  

First 2017 exam: 8th May10 

Exceptional Departmental Achievement Mark

Great start of the year as the Academy receives The 

Prince’s Trust Institute certificate to mark exceptional 

departmental achievement. The Award marks a series 

of elements we have implemented within our teaching 

and learning at the Academy.  This is yet another notable 

distinction achieved by the Academy which confirms 

school’s continuous commitment for students’ progress 

and delivering best possible education. 

The Prince’s Trust Institute is a prestigious educational 

organisation dedicated to unlocking potential and create 

possibilities for every student by re-awakening teachers’ 

love for their subject and show everyone how to enhance 

their impact.


